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PREFACE 
It is reali zed that much vmrk is left undone in the 
v~iting of a history for Auburn. Many interesting and, 
perhaps, important facts have been left out, in many cases, 
purpo sely. 
To some the lack of footnotes \'Till not seem ri ght, but 
this hi story i s primarily for use in high school. The 
author has a knmvledge of historical method and much re-
search has been done. The original draft of this thesis 
11as fully annotated and documented. The simpler the organ-
ization of a text the better it is in teaching. It is for 
thi s reason that a great deal of detail is not covered in 
this presentation, and it might be disappointing to those 
who, upon reading the title, expect a more complete history 
of the City of Auburn. 
The assistance of Miss Georgiana Lunt, Librarian of 
the Auburn Public Library, has been greatly appreciated. 
She, as vlell as the other members of the Library staff, ha s 
been more than generous in giving her time and in making 
the re s ources of the building readily available. 
Professor \"lilliam H. Cartwright of the Boston University 
School of Education has been a valuable source of encourage-
ment and has given tirelessly of his time. 
The vast knO\'Tledge of the City of Auburn posses sed by 
v 
Attorney James E. Philoon has been readily passed on and 
used in this history. 
Many other individuals and concerns have given much 
help, and their efforts are much appreciated. 
vi 
INTRODUCTION 
11 vfu.y do v1e have to take United States History? 11 11 I 
hate history! 11 These t~:m expressions are very commonly 
made to history teachers, and thus begins an explanation 
of the importance of history in our lives. It should not 
be necessary to stand up for a course of study that could 
be as vital and alive as history when it is approached in 
the right way. This does not mean United States history 
ought to be merely an elective subject. All children 
should have a basic knowledge of our country's history. If 
this i s to be achieved, history must be interesting and 
understandable. 
I'-fore and more schools and colleges throughout the 
nation are becoming a ware of the value of local history in 
the teaching of national hi story. 
Henry D. Bro1~, Director of t he Detroit Historical 
Museum speaks of the great interest the City Board of Ed-
ucation and Vvayne University are taking in fostering courses 
in local history in Detroit, Hichi gan. He says, "History is 
another word for experience and 'local history is living 
hi s tory. ' 11 l/ 
1/Henry D. Bro1rm, "Historical Renaissance'; American Heritage 
Tsummer, 1951), pg . 54. 
vii 
The Education Page of the same magazine features an 
article by the President of THayne University, David D. Henry, 
entitled, "Local Studies as a Means to Creative Citizenship. 11 
His thesis is that schools should start vrhere the child is 
in trying to teach him history, and that the logical place 
for this begiru1ing i s the local community. Through the 
study of the history of his home town, he can appreciate 
and understand world history, western civilization, or 
United States history. Mr. Henry says: 
"I believe the study of local hi s tory 
can create an appreciation of the good 
things in our historical heritage that will 
provide the inspiration for creative citizen-
ship, a building of a faith essential to per-
spective in a troubled world. 111,/ 
Elizabeth Ring, in her pamphlet, Aids to the Teaching 
of Maine in the Public Schools, quotes one of the leaders 
of the American Historical Association who said: 
"'American history has been written 
from the top down and only recently has been the 
necessity of studying it from the bottom up been 
revealed. As long as historians are content to 
write political and diplomatic history, examin-
ation of sectional divergences is not essential. 
But the story of how American people have lived 
as individuals and as communities must be told 
detail by detail and that must come from the 
local field. 111g/ 
i/David D. Henry, nLocal Studies as a Means to Creative 
Citizenship," American Heritage(Summer, 1951), pg. 56. 
~/Elizabeth Ring, Aids to the Teaching of Maine in the 
Public Schools, Portland, Maine, Fred L. Tower Companies, 
n.d., pg. 40. 
viii 
Edgar Bruce Wesley says that stories of faraway places 
and past events gain in value only as the student is able 
to understand them and recognize them as similar to his own 
experience. f.1r. \'lesley goes on to say: 
11 The remote instances gain in signifi-
cance when these associations are made, and 
even more important is the fact that experi-
ences of a local nature attain a heightened 
significance when they are viewed as paral-
lels of these remote and semi-romantic ex-
amples • "1/ 
A recent writer on teaching the Social Studies, Maurice 
P. Moffatt, advocates including with American history a 
course in state and local history. He says: 
"State and local history should be 
closely correlated with American history, 
for even state history taught independ-
ently of the national story loses much of 
its significance. "gj 
In writing this history, the units given in David S. 
Muzzy's ~History of Our Country, one of the textbooks used 
in the local high school, have been closely followed. Each 
unit is in three parts, Survey, Activities, and Bibliography. 
The Survey is a brief story of the relationship betvveen what 
vlas happening in the United States and on the local scene 
during various periods in American history. The Activities 
are a series of things to do to arouse the interest of the 
child in his community. As Nr. Brov-m said, 'local history 
1/Edgar Bruce vlesley, Teaching the Social Studies, Boston, 
D. c. Heath and Company, 1942, pg. 413. 
g/Maurice P. Moffatt, Social Studies Instruction, New York, 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1950, pg. 178. 
i x 
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is living history, 1 and what better l'fay is there to live 
history than by visits to various places of interest in the 
town. The Bibliography is a list of v~itten material which 
can be used by the student for further reading and to obtain 
results for some of the activities. All books and other 
material mentioned can be obtained a t the Auburn Public 
Library or in the school library. 
l/Henry D. Brown, loc. cit. 
X 
UNIT I 
EXPLORATION ~4 .. 1ID SETTLEl\'IENT 
Survey 
"Svveet Auburn! lovliest village of the plain." 
These words of Oliver Goldsmith from "The Deserted Village" 
are said to have inspired Mrs. James Goff, Jr. to name our 
city Auburn at its incorporation as a town in 1842. 
Hovrever, the history of Auburn does not begin here. 
The Norsemen are said to have sailed along the coast of 
Maine in the early 1000's; the Cabots claimed the land for 
England in 1498, just a fev.r years after Columbus 1 famous 
voyage in 1492; and in 1614, Captain John Smith of the 
Jamestown Colony explored Maine \.IIi th the idea of settle-
ment and travelled up the Androscoggin River. This is an 
Indian name meaning "the turbid, foaming, crooked snake." 
He spelled it Aumouchav.rgan. 
All the land from Lev.Tiston on the north bank and Auburn 
on the south bank of the River to the Coast was included in 
the Pejepscot Claim granted to Thomas Purchase by the Coun-
cil for Ne w England in 1632. In 1639, Purchase assigned his 
grant to Massachusetts for its aid and protection. Later, 
Sir Ferdinando Gorges tried to establish a colony in Maine 
,.,hich vms loyal to King Charles II, but his heirs vl8re 
forced to sell their rights to the Massachusetts Bay Com-
1 
pany. 
1820~ 
Maine remained a Province of Massachusetts until 
In 1684, Richard vfuarton, a Boston merchant, bought 
the Pejepscot territory and obtained a deed from the Indians 
living in the area. These i'Tere of the Androscoggin tribe 
1-vi th ~~vorumbee as their chief. This name i·Tas changed to 
vforumbo and has been preserved in the 11'lorumbo ·woolen Mill at 
Lisbon Falls. These Indians \1ere a sub-tribe of the Anasa-
gunticook Confederacy vvhich occupied the whole Androscoggin 
Valley. They had a stronghold on Laurel Hill which i s , 
today, one of the r esidential distri cts of Auburn. The hill 
is formed by the point of land ivhere the Bi g Androscoggin 
and the Little Androscoggin Rivers meet. The Indian fort 
there v;as destroyed by an expedition sent from Massachu-
setts in 1690 under Major Benjamin Church. 
Thi s expedition by Major Church 1.ms only one of many 
in r-..iaine during this period. Indian uprisings vmre common 
along the frontiers of most of the colonies and especially 
so in the north and v1est where the French encouraged them 
to oppo se the English settlement. These French and Indian 
Wars were the backwash of the fi ghting taking place on the 
Continent of Europe between England and Fran ce. 
Several years after the destruction of the Laurel Hill 
fort, Sebattis became chief of the Androscoggin Indians. 
His name is retained by such places as Sabattus Street, Sa-
battus Mountain and Lake in Lewiston and the Town of Sabat-
2 
tus a fev;r miles northeast of Le1-.riston. Gradually, t he In-
dians in this area disappeared joining with others and go-
ing to Canada vrhere some o f their descendants remain even 
today. 
The territory of which present day Auburn is a part 
vvas first given by the Province of Massachusetts Bay as a 
bounty for mili t ary service during an invasion of Canada in 
1690. This grant vms made to soldiers 1·1ho served under Cap-
tains John March, Stephen Greenleaf, and Philip Nelson. 
No real settlement in this part o f Maine took place 
until the middle 1700 1 s because of a di spute over the bound-
ary lines. In 1765, a nevv township 'Yvas laid out and later 
called Ba kerstown after a provincial Indian fighter, Captain 
Thomas Baker. Bakers town included all the present towns of 
I Minot and Poland as well as the city of Auburn. The settle- 1 
ment was in the Poland section. 
Shortly after the first sett lers came to Ba kerstovm, 
the Revolutionary \rlar broke out. Auburn itself had no part 
in this uar but Ba kerstm·m contributed several fi ghter s to 
the cause. The se men \>Jere members of the Arnold Expedition 
up the Kennebec River in that unsucce s sful attempt of the 
Colonies to take Canada from the British. 
After the Revolution, most of the land in this area was 
given out in grant s as payment to the soldiers for their 
part in the fi ght for Independence. Many of the settlers 
taking advantage of the land grant s were from Massachusetts. ! 
3 
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Nov; for the first time, the Auburn area was permanently 
settled. At this time, the area was knovm as Sylvester, 
Massachusetts, later Trimshire, and in 1799, officially be-
came Bakerstovm. John Dillingham settled v;i th his wife on 
the hill that bears his family name in North Auburn in 1783. 
This was the earliest settlement in Auburn. His daughter, 
Sally, was the first vrhi te child born in Auburn. A few 
years later, in 1797, in the d0imto1.m section, a man named 
Marr built a log camp near West Pitch on the bank of the 
Androscoggin at Lewiston Falls. He later sold to Joseph 
1:velch "vvho built a log house · on the corner of l"iain and Court 
s treets. He was the first permanent settler in Auburn Vil-
lage. The second was Jeremiah Dillingham, the father of 
Jobn, vrho settled on the hill. He v.ras a machinist and mill-
vrright and built the first mill in Auburn, a grist mill. 
He 1.·ras given his original 800 acre grant in recognition of 
his services in the coast guard at Plymouth, Massachusetts 
in the Revolution. Jeremiah built the first frame house in 
Auburn on Foundry Brook near the present day E. W. Penley 
Meat Packing plant. He · later moved to Dillingham Hill and 
built a brick hous e Vlhich is still in good condition and 
used as a d vTelling . The third house built in Auburn -vras 
that of Solomon Vvood and .,<'las located nearly oppo site the old 
Edward Little house on I~iain Street. Hr. vlood's home v-1-as 
nicknamed Solomon's Temple. 
During this same time, there l'rere settlements in Y.rhat 
4 
are no1.v East, North, and it/est Auburn. These villages have 
all played a big part in the development of industries in 
Auburn as v.re shall see later. 
vfuile these settlements were taking place, other sec-
tions of Bakerstown were developing , and on February 17, 
1795, Poland v1as incorpor ated as a to-vm. This tovm included 
that part of Bakerstmm in >trhich Auburn is located. In Feb-
ruary, 1802 .tv inot v-ras separated from Poland, and Auburn re-
mained under this name until its ovm incorporation in 1842. 
Thus if the various names are counted, it will be found that 
Auburn has had s ix names during its brief but eventful his-
tory. 
5 
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Activities 
1. Pretend you '\"Tere a sailor \vi th the Cabots asked to give 
a description of your voyage to the new world. 
2. Draw a poster calling for sailors in the days of the 
Cabots. 
3. Suppose you were a member of Chief Worumbee's tribe tel 
ling what life was like in an Indian Village. 
4. Take a trip to Vlest Pitch, and draw a picture of the 
Indian head formed by the rocks at the foot of the falls. 
5. Visit Laurel Hill, and report on what you think it was 
like when the Indian fort vlas there. 
6. Find as many reminders as possible of old Indian days 
around Auburn. 
7. Trace Captain John Smith's trip up the Androscoggin 
River. 
8. Conside~ yourself a newspaper correspondent writing up 
a report of Arnold's Expedition. 
9. Trace the route through Maine taken by the Arnold Ex-
pedition. 
10. Visit the cemeteries around Auburn to get a list of 
those who fought in the American Revolution. 
11. Suppose you were a soldier given a land grant in Maine 
after the Revolution. Write your impressions of the country 
12. DravJ" a picture of what you think the log houses of the 
-- -- -'-----"=-===-~ 
first settlers 1-.rere like. 
13. Visit the brick house on Dillingham Hill to see hov1 it 
compares with brick houses built today. 
14. Locate on the map, as near as possible, the first set-
tlements that v.;ere made in the Auburn area. 
15. Visit the old Edward Little House on Main Street to see 
if you can picture what it was like years ago. 
16. Visit the Androscoggin County Historical Society rooms, 
and make a report on the things that interested you partie-
ularly. 
17. Ma ke a list of the outstanding men in Auburn during 
this time and their contributions to the grov1th of the town. 
il 
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UNIT II 
THE DEVELOPI~NT OF SECTIONAL INTERESTS 
Survey 
Until the War of 1812, the Andro scoggin Settlements 
flouri shed, but the embargo cut business here jus t as it did 
all over the nation. Development of a home market was 
stopped, and foreign products could not reach Auburn. Also, 
the folks had not yet learned to make use of the Androscog-
gin water power for manufacturing purposes. 
Auburn contributed military support for the War of 1812 
along with the re s t of the country. There were three com-
panies of militia in what are now the dual-towns of Minot 
and Auburn. These companies were the result of a law pas sed 
earlier for protection a gainst the Indians. This lavl stated 
that all able-bodied males between the ages of ei ghteen and 
forty-five should be required to perform military duty. 
The lavl was · in force when the ~'iar of 1812 broke out, and 
these troops vrere ordered to the defense of Portland in Sep-
tember, 1 814. They remained there for only t v1en ty-one days . 
The 'tiar of 1812 i s of ten referred to as "our Second 
War for Independence" as it was not until after that time 
t hat the United States really be gan to develop from an in-
dus trial point of view. This war could also be called 
:Maine 1 s vmr for independence, for it wa s at the close of 
10 
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hostilities that the first serious agitation was started to 
break a viay from 1.!J:assachusetts. This was successfully accom- J 
plished, and Maine became a State in the Union on June 9, I 
1820. 
The commercial development that rose after the war vlas 
felt in Aub urn. The first store v.ras opened by Jacob Read in 
a small building that was hauled from Le \vi s ton on the ice 
and located at the present junction of Main and Court Street \. 
A year later, in 1823, James Goff bought from Read and be-
carne the principal trader of the village. Thus it was that 
Goff 1 s Corner received its name. 
That same year the Naine Le gislature pass ed an act to 
incorp orate the proprietors of Levli s ton Bridge. Previous to 
this there \tJ"as no bridge for the whole distance betvreen 
Bruns ltJ"ick and Livermore Falls. The river vvas crossed at 
several points by ferry s one of 1tJhich was bet1-veen Le\·liston 
and Aub urn. This first structure vm s a toll bridge with no 
sidevralks and had no cover as did the second one. The toll 
house 1vas on the Auburn side of the river. 
The first Congre gational meeting house and the place of I 
public vrorship in the village \<Vas built in 1832. The meet-
ing house in 1·'lest Auburn, ho v..rever, had been in use since 
1805. The Lewiston Falls Academy \vas chartered on February 
25, 1834 and vms the high school for all the area around 
Auburn. This Academy became Ed\,rard Little Institute and 
later was moved to the present site. The name Edward Little 
vias adopted in memory of the man who gave the land on 1>1hich 
the school nov1 stands. The Littles ·Here among the original 
proprietors of this section and "\'Tere tireless in their ef-
forts to establish churches and othe r organizations for the 
good of the community. The transfer of the school to the 
tovm was done on January 31, 1874, and the name Edviard Lit-
tle High School vias adopted. 
The village, in 1832, consisted of James Goff 1 s house 
and store, Jonathan Raynes' house and cabinet shop, and 
David Green 1 s house which "lJITas on the square opposite the 
Phoenix Block on Main Street. He built the first tannery 
where the old Packard-Foss Shoe Factory 1-vas. The store of 
Josiah Little and Samuel Packard was in the upper end of the 
present Phoenix Block, and Edward Little had a law office in 
town. A tavern 1>1as opera ted by 11Li she'' Keene. Another 
store and a fev1 more houses completed the picture of the 
Auburn of that day. There were only two roads leading out 
of the village, one to Minot and the other dovm the river. 
Industry on a large scale reached Auburn in the form of 
a shoe factory located in \'lest Auburn. This i'las the Ivlinot 
Shoe Company \vhich later moved to town. Until just a fev1 
years ago, their old shop \'las still standing in West Auburn 
Village next to the church. They made shoes that 1vere sent 
all over the country. In 1843, 180,000 pairs of shoes val-
ued at $120 ,000 vlere manufactured, a good years "\Wrl-c in 
those days. 
12 
Not very long after the founding of the Minot Shoe Com-
pany the Panic of 1837 hit the country. The toll bridge 
vient out in the flood that spring, a bad time to lose the 
only bridge in the area. It was a period of hard times for 
the whole country. 
In the midst of the depression, trouble broke out on 
the border between Maine and Canada. After the War of 1812, 
England had claimed a large portion of the territory of 
Haine. This v;as nothing nev-r as many genealogical records 
give the birth places of old settlers in the Auburn area as 
Sylvester, Canada before this province was a part of Massa-
chusetts. England's claim, however, brought many clashes 
between the inhabitants of the two countries. A force of 
militia was called to repell invasion, and the draft from 
Minot(Auburn) rendezvoused at Augusta on March 6, 1839. 
They were discharged on the twenty-ninth of the same month. 
General \:{infield Scott came to Maine as military represent~ 
ative of the United States, but it vras not until 1842 that 
the Webster-Ashburton Treaty settled the boundary line be-
tween Canada and the United States. 
The year, 1842, was an important one in local history 
as viell as national, f'or it vlas on February 24 that Auburn 
became a to-vm. At this first incorporation, the tovm in-
cluded all the present city of Auburn plus the villages of 
North, West, and East Auburn, Young's Corner, and Stevens 
Mills. Several ponds were included and Lake Auburn v-rhich 
13 
later became the source of water supply for Lewiston as well 
as Auburn. In the early days, this lake was known as Big 
V.filson Pond after one of the early settlers in the area . 
The smaller pond that connects vli th t Q.e lake is still called 
Li t tle Vlilson. 
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Activities 
1. Suppo se you \vere a manufacturer during the embargo. I 
I 
-vvri te a report of your reaction to it. 
2. Report on the work done by the troops at Portland in th l 
I! 
V<lar of 1812. 
3. Find out as much a s possible of the story of Maine's 
becoming a state. 
4. Visit an old type general store, and make a report of 
wha t you think an old time store was like. 
5. Dra1.o1 a p1 cture of what you think the first bridge v1as 
like. 
6. See the old toll board in the Historical Society rooms. 
7. Visit the Reference Room in the Auburn Public Library 
to see the water color painting of Goff's Corner in 1830. 
8. Pretend you were a student in Auburn in 1832 making an 
entry in your diary of the day's events. 
9. Compare the methods of making shoes today with tho se in 
the early 1800's. 
10. Trace the boundary between Maine and Canada as it was 
establi shed by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty. 
11. Suppose you ,..,ere Daniel vlebster conferring vli th Lord 
Ashburton over the boundary between Canada and the United 
States. vfuat mi ght be the conversation between you? 
12. Write an advertisement proclaiming the advantage of liv 
15 
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ing in Auburn in 1842. 
13. Trace on the map the boundarie s of Auburn at its in-
corporation as a to~m. 
14. \vri te a short play based on life in Auburn in 18L~2. 
15. Take a trip to Lake Auburn to enjoy the beauty of the 
lake and its surroundings. 
16. Continue the list of outstanding citizens. 
16 
I 
I 
~ 
I 
Bibliography 
I 
-1 
I 
I 
I 
State and Local Histories 
1. 
2. 
Abbott, Johns. c., The History of Maine, Portland, 
Maine, John Russell, 1875. 
Coe, Harrie B., ed., Maine, ~History, 4vol., NewYork, l 
The Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 1928 
I Hatch, Louis Clinton, Ph. D., ed., Maine, A History, 
3 vol. and Bibliography, New York, The American 
Historical Society, 1919. 
4. Ladd, William, Esq., 11Annals of Bakerstown, Poland, and I 
Minot~ Collections of the Maine Historical Society, , 
Vol. II, Portland, Maine, 1847. 
5. 
6. 
Merrill, Georgia Drew, ed., History of Androscoggin 
County, Maine, Boston, w. A. Fergusson and Com-
pany, 1891. 
Smith, Marion Jaques, ~History of Maine, Portland, 
Maine, Falmouth Publishing House, 1949. 
Scrapbooks 
1. Auburn Scrapbook, Articles from the Auburn Centenary 
Edition of the Lewiston Evening Journal of Feb-
ruary 24, 1942. 
2. Maine-Auburn-History, Clippings, Lewiston Evening Jour-
nal, Lewiston Daily Sun, Vol. I-III. 
3. Judge Morrill's Scrapbooks, Vol. III-XI. 
4. Scrapbooks of Charles P. Wi ght, Vol. I-III. 
Atlas 
1. Atlas and History of Androscoggin County, Maine, Phila-
delphia, Sanford, Everts and Company, 1873. 
Director ies 
1. The Lewiston and Auburn Directory, Lewiston, Maine, 
Stanwood and Company, 1860. 
I 
" 
17 
II 
II 
II 
'I 
7 ~~~ -=-=- = 
-J-
I II 
I 
I 
I 
UNIT III 
THE UNION VIAS ENLARGED, 
ENDANGERED, AND PRESERVED 
Survey 
The years following the incorporation saw Auburn take 
great strides in making a place for itself in the nation. 
A railroad was completed from Danville to Auburn but could 
not yet cross the Androscoggin into Levdston. A few years 
later the railroad bridge above the falls brought the "iron 
horse" to Lewiston. The coming of the railroad caused a 
I 
boom in the stage coach business -,.;i th regular trips from the 11 
train to various parts of Maine not covered by rail. The Elm\ 
Hotel became a famous stop-over in tho se days making an im- ~~~ 
pressive sight with the row of waiting stage coaches. The 1 
beautiful elms that gave it its name have long since been 
cut dov-m to make v1ay for the wider streets. 
The first issue of the Lewi ston Journal was read on lVIay 
1, 1847. This paper is still one of the most v-;idely read 
in central Maine. It was printed in Lewiston but v.fas the 
paper for Auburn as well. 
Auburn proper was then knov-m as Lewiston Falls, but 
there were separate Po s t Offices for Goff's Corner, North, 
~ie s t, and East Auburn. 
II 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
;I 
r The coming of the railroad also caused the general exo- .I 
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dus of the small shoe shops from North and \rlest Auburn to 
-r -- --
to,tm where the better transportation facilitie s and the use 
of water power for running machinery made possible business 
on a larger scale. 
It wa s at about this time that a small shop in North 
Auburn be gan putting copper tips on shoes. This idea had 
been started by a man in Turner who covered the toes o f his 
children's shoes and found that they lasted at least three 
times a s long . The "copper tip 11 took the public fancy, and 
soon they were being used all over America and Canada. The 
tip became much more popular in England where it i s in use 
I 
I 
I 
to this day. A resident of Vfest Auburn recalls his father 
telling about the popularity of the "copper tip" in Edinburgh, 
Scotland when he lived there in 1872. Thus Auburn, even in '! 
I 
tho se day s , had a share in making the United States known I 
and respected all over the world. With the decrease in the 
popularity of the tip in America, the little shop in North 
Auburn wa s forced to clo se its doors. 
In 1845, t he old power company was reorganized as t he 
Lewi s ton Water Power Company and moved from its ori ginal 
place on the Little Androscoggin River to the Big Androscog-
gin. Throughout the years, much has been done to develop the I 
Big Androscoggin River by the use of dam s until now this I! 
river i s one of the best controlled in the nation. 
Into the mids t of Auburn's developing indus tries came 
nei-vs of vrestward expansion and sectional interests. The gold \ 
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rush in California \'las too much for the itching feet of 
some of the citizens, and they took off to seek a fortune 
in gold. For those people who wanted to find riches without I 
straying far from home, there was Mount Apatite at Haskell's 
Corner jus t outs ide Auburn. This hill, named for the gems 
found there, produced quite a number of these purple crys-
tals and s timulated several interested people to work the 
mine. Other deposits were found i n the area, and quite a 
business was built up. The Maine Feldspar Company now works 
the mine for the rock from which the company gained its name 
and which i s made into pottery. 
I 
The slavery quarrel was a long way from Maine, but it 
was brought home quite vividly in the story of Auburn's last I 
' 
hanging . Trouble had started on the brig, ALBION COOPER, 
1
1 
i'l"hich had sailed from Portland i'Ti th a cargo of lumber. Amon 
I tho se involved was a Ne gro by the name of Cox. He and anothe~ 
II 
man were tried in Portland for murder and sent to Auburn to 1 
be hanged. This was the first look some of the people of 
this area had had at a Negro, and many were the opinions ex-
pressed about the situation in the South. Most of them 
seemed to be, however, that the Negroes were being taken 
advantage of by the slave owners. 
The State of Maine had, at that time, its ovm sectional 
interest, for it was on March 18, 1854 that -~droscoggin 
County vTas formed and named after its principal river. It 
had formerly been part of York County as the whole of this 
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section was called in the old days. Gradually new counties 
were formed, however, and at the time of its organization, 
Androscoggin took territory from Cumberland, Kennebec, Ox-
ford, and Lincoln Counties. An election was held within the 
county on October 2, 1854 for the choosing of the shire-
town. Auburn and Lewiston \vere considered, but Auburn 'von 
I -
I 
the election by an overwhelming majority. The county office ~1 
had been in Lewiston a waiting the results of the election, II 
and because there was not, as . yet, any county building buil t,l 
much of the business was still conducted from Lewiston . The 
present site was chosen for the county building, and every-
thing was completed and the offices in use during the summer 
of 1857. The length of time taken to finish the building 
was caused by a great fire on August 17, 1855 which destroye 
most of the buildings on Court and Main Streets. 
Although banks vvere established in some Maine towns 
while the territory wa s still part of Massachusetts, Auburn 
was slow to follow their example. The first bank here was 
not founded until 1855. Thi s vvas the Danville Bank l'lhich 
was changed to the Auburn Bank. Other changes made this 
into the First National Bank of Auburn, and nov1 it is doing 
bus ine ss as the First Auburn Trust Company. 
In 1856, Auburn for med its ovm militia called the Au-
burn Light Artillery. The group held re gular meetings the 
las t of which was to send recruits to one o f the volunteer 
regiments being sent to \llashington from I"iaine in answer to 
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Activities 
1. Visit the home of ~1r. Parker Waite to see the old stage 
coach that was used by the people of Maine for transporta-
tion. 
2. \'lri te a story entitled, "My Trip to Farmington by Stage 
Coach. 11 
3. Pretend you vlere one of those who was on the train v1hen 
it first arrived in Auburn. Tell about the reaction of the 
people. 
4. Visit Littlefield's Tavern on the Old Hotel Road to see 
the oldest tavern in Auburn. 
5. Compare one of the early copies of the Lewiston Journal 
vfi th today • s to find changes in style of type, method of 
reporting, and advertisements. 
6. Visit the site of the old \.Yater power plant on the Lit-
tle Androscoggin River. Tell why you think this plant 1·rent 
out of existence. 
7. Visit Gulf Island Dam, and malce a report on hovl it con-
trols the flow of water. 
8. Visit the site of the old mine on Haunt Apatite to see 
how the gems were formed. 
9. Suppose you were setting out on a trip to California. 
Plan your trip for supplies, mode of transportation, and 
route. 
23 
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10. Read the story of the mutiny aboard the ALBION COOPER 
in Vfilliam Rmve 1 s book, Shipbuilding Days in Casco Bay. 
11. Pretend you \'lere a newspaper reporter covering Auburn 1 s 
last hanging. 1tfri te a report for your paper. 
12. Draw on the map the boundaries of Androscoggin County. 
13. Visit a session of court in the county building to see 
how Superior Court is conducted. 
14. Find out the details of the big fire in 1855, how it 
started, the damage that was done, and the effect on the 
town. 
15. Visit the Auburn Savings Bank or the First Auburn Trust 
Company to find out how business transactions are carried on 
with banks outside Maine. 
16. Look up the stories of some of the Maine Regiments and 
their activities during the Civil War. 
17. Pretend you were a reporter writing up one of the bat-
tles of the Civil War. 
18. Continue the list of outstanding citizens. 
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UNIT IV 
AT..J3ffiN HELPED OUR REU1UTED COUNTRY 
INCREASE IN NATIONAL w~ALTH AND POWER 
Survey 
During the period of the Civil War, business as usual 
had been the order of the day. The shoe industry had ex-
panded until several different concerns were in business. 
In 1866 , a bro1vn canvas shoe began to gain popul arity and 
is still much in demand for sportswe ar . 
The water supply for Auburn homesteaders had been wells 
or the unpolluted Androscoggin River in the early days. 
But when the shoe and other industries began to make use of 
the river , it was no longer fit for drinking water . In 
1868, a crude beginning was made in the way of a public 
water supply system . A log pipe line had been installed 
privately by tvvo Auburn citizens from a spring near the 
present site of Edward Little Hi gh School . They organi zed 
the Auburn Aqueduct Company a year later. 
The continuous grov.rth of Auburn made possibie its in-
corporation as a city on February 22, 1869. At this time, 
the town of Danville vras included under the jurisdiction of 
the city of Auburn. The selectmen appointed wardens and 
defined the 1vard limits. The first mayor was inaugurated 
on March 20, 1869, while the members of the Board of Alder-
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men and the Common Council represented the various wards. 
Not long after this, the first of many votes was taken 
for th~ purpose of deciding whether to join Auburn and Lew-
iston. These two cities had been closely related all through 
history 1-1i th Auburn citizens vlalking the short distance over 
the bridge to Le'\'liston to buy goods unobtainable in their 
01-1n town. The annexation was voted down as it has been a 
number of times since. 
A few years later, the bridge across the Androscoggin 
River was considered inadequate for the transportation pur-
poses of the two cities, and a new one was built. In 1874, 
a bridge farther down the river in what is nm·1 New Auburn 
was built. From that time, the upper bridge was called the 
North Bridge and the New Auburn bridge the South. 
That same year the Lewiston and Auburn railroad was 
completed to Danville. The businessmen of the two cities 
had desired a more inexpensive rate than the Maine Central 
Railroad, the original line, would give. The Grand Trunk 
Railroad from Canada had been brought to Lewiston and Auburn 
in 1871 but did not go south of the two cities. The Grand 
Trunk later leased the new railroad, and Lewiston and Auburn 
did not again venture into the railroad building business. 
The Auburn Aqueduct Company had expanded to such an ex-
tent that the springs first used were much too small. In 
1874, the company laid a ten-inch cast iron main from springE 
on the present city poor farm to the city and the next year 
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v1as given legislative authority to procure water from Lake 
Auburn. The first line, twelve inches in diameter, was laid 
in 1879. This was the beginning of the present Auburn Water 
Commission and our present day water system. Novr the city 
could have adequate fire protection, and the engine house 
that is still headquarters for the Auburn Fire Department 
was built. 
This was the age of big business in the United States, 
and the nevr industrialism was felt in Auburn by the increase 
in shoe manufacturing as well as the addition of other kinds 
of industries. The Auburn Paper Box Company is still doing 
business at its old factory. Fitz Brothers Last Company is 
now the United Shoe Machine Company. Penley's Pork Pack-
ing Company is doing business throughout New England as the 
E. w. Penley Meat Packing Company, producers of Blue Tag 
Bacon and Ham. There v-rere several marble and granite works 
in operation, a furniture factory, several bakeries, and 
many small businesses. 
Electricity came to Auburn in 1884 when the first elec-
tric li ght was placed in position. The power plant was lo-
cated on the Little Androscoggin and for a long time pro-
vided elec t ric light for both Lev1iston and Auburn. 
The city itself was growing with many new streets and 
roads making it possible for hundreds of new homes that vrere 
being built to have good transportation facilities. About 
1896, the two cities installed their electric street rail-
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-vmy . 
Not long after the first electric cars vlent into ser-
vice, a regular trip vlas made to East Auburn. Here on the 
shore of Lake Auburn , an amusement park called Lake Grove 
developed. This was one of the most famous recreation cen-
ters in the s tate for many years. Old timers still talk 
about the good times at Lake Grove. This park -vms closed 
many years later when the i-Ta ter board be gan to buy up all 
property around the lake. The name, Lake Grove, is still 
used by some in referring to East Auburn, and the bus runs 
to Lake Grove rather than to East Auburn. 
Another famous place at that time was the Lake Auburn 
Spring Hotel . This hotel was built by the Lake Auburn Min-
eral Spring Company which had commercialized the \vater from 
the fine spring on the shore of beautiful Lake Auburn. The 
hotel was a very elaborate place for those days and had be-
come as well known throughout the state as Poland Spring is 
today. Its life \vas very short, ho·Never, for it vTa s de-
stroyed by fire during the vTinter of 1893. It was never 
knovln what caused the fire. The spring is still used by 
many people for their drinking water. 
The grange movement popular throughout the nation was 
apparent in Auburn "vvi th the founding of several new Granges 
in different sections of t he city. The first Grange had 
been established at East Auburn in 1874, the fourth to be 
organized in the state. The countryside around Auburn had 
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always been good for farming, and the farmers of the area 
supported the Granges wholeheartedly. 
Along this same line v.ras the interest taken in fish and 
game preservation throughout the state. The movement vThich 
resulted in the development of fish breeding and game con-
servation in Maine vras born in Auburn in 1890 ,,vi th the foun-
dation of the Lake Auburn Fish Protective Association. A 
fish hatchery was built at East Auburn and since has been 
maintained by the State Fish and Game Department. 
This was also the age of reform and philanthropy in the 
country. Andrew Carnegie, a man who has since become famous 
all over the 1.vorld for his contributions to \'fOrthwhile organ-
izations, was giving through the Carnegie Institute large 
sums to various towns and cities to establish libraries. 
The Auburn Public Library Association had been formed on 
October 27, 1890 and had been given rooms over the bank in 
which to do business. With the aid of the Carnegie Fund, 
the present beautiful building was completed and opened to 
the public in 1904. 
On February 20, 1893 not long after the Library Associ-
ation was formed, the Lewiston Journal established a second 
paper, the Lewiston Daily Sun. This paper was distributed 
in the morning and the Journal became the Lewiston Evening 
Journal. Auburn had no paper of its ovm as yet. 
In 1896, disaster struck Auburn in the form of a flood 
which carried away both the North and South Bridges. These 
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bridges were the chief means of communication between Lew-
iston and Auburn, and business in the two cities was much 
inhibited until the new bridges were built. The new North 
Bridge was the fourth on that site and remains today. 
With industry beginning to compete with agricultural 
interests, it was only natural that attention be turned to 
money. The period ended with the election of McKinley and 
the triumph of big business which favored 11 sound money11 
principles. Industrial Auburn followed the campaign with 
interest wondering what the effects would be on its business~ 
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Activities 
1. Visit one of Auburn's Pumping Stations to see how the 
water supply is obtained for the citizens of Auburn and Lew-
iston. 
2. Draw on the map the boundaries of the City of Auburn in 
1869. 
3. Suppose you were a citizen of Auburn. What would be 
your objections to making Lewiston and Auburn into one city? 
4. Visit the Auburn Fire Station, and make a report on the 
different kinds of equipment there and hov1 it is used. 
5. Take a trip through the last factory, and make a report 
on hmv a last for a shoe is made. 
6. Visit Penley's Slaughter House and Packing Plant to see 
what happens to the meat before vle buy it in the grocery 
store. 
7. Visit the Maine Baking Company to see hmv 11 Golden Heart" 
bread and pastries are made. 
8. Visit the Electric Light and Power Plant to see how 
electricity is generated. 
9. Pretend you are on an outing at Lake Grove, and tell 
about the activities going on there. 
10. Visit the site of the Lake Auburn Spring Hotel and the 
spring. Pretend you were a guest at the hotel, and tell 
about your stay there. 
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11. Visit the Fish Hatchery at East Auburn to see how the 
young fish are protected. 
12. Take a trip through Hood's Creamery and Ice Cream Plant. 
Note the processes involved in making ice cream. 
13. Get acquainted with the Auburn Public Library so that 
you can make use of it in your school work. 
14. Take a trip through the printing plant of the Lewiston 
Sun and Journal. Write a report on how a newspaper is 
printed . 
15. Suppose you were a candidate in the 1896 Election, and 
write up a platform on which you would base your campaign. 
16. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens. 
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UNIT V 
AUBillThT TOOK PART IN THE ACQ UISITION 
OF DISTANT PO SSESSIONS AND HELPED 
\·lEATHER THE FIRST ~'i"ORLD \'[AR 
Survey 
The United States h ad had much interest in the Island 
o f Cuba for a number of years. Much American capital '\vas 
invested there in railroads, mines, and sugar and tobacco 
plantations . The mis government of the Island by Spain 
roused our concern, and when the battleship, ¥illiNE, was sunk 
in Havana Harbor the Spanish-&11erican \'lar broke out. This 
ship had been named after the State of Maine as it is the 
cus tom to name battleships for states. The silver service 
of the ship had been supplied by the state. Some of the 
dishes were brought from the ship after it 'l·vas raised in 
1912 and given to the Governer of Maine to be kept in the 
Executive Mansion at the State Capital. The silver that was 
salvaged 1vas distributed among the famili e s or descendents 
of the sailors who had served on the ship 1.vhen it v;rent down. 
Several Auburn people were among those given trophies of a 
cup, plate, and spoon all marked, u. s. s. ~IAINE . 
Auburn also had a share in the fighting during the 
Spanish-American Vlar as 1 t had its mm volunteer company 
which took part in the hostilities. 
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A fevl years after the vrar Hhen Theodore Roosevelt had 
become President of the United States he took up the v-mrk of 
the conservation of our natural resources. Following throug 
vlith his project to get the states to cooperate, rvraine began 
a campaign to " save the Lakes of Maine". Some of the indus-
tries using the rivers for water power wanted the lakes 
feeding them lowered to cause more water in the rivers. 
The people of Auburn having beautiful Lake Auburn at their 
feet ,,.,ere sympathetic \vi th the movement on the part of the 
state to save its lakes. 
At about this same time, another innovation in the shoe 
line was taking place in Auburn with the introduction of a 
,,rhi te canvas duck shoe. Brmm canvas shoes had been popular 
as early as 1866. 1911 saw Auburn producing more \"l'hi te 
shoes than any other city in the \vorld with shipments going 
to the far corners of the earth. 
That same year Auburn established its O'iffi ne1-rspaper, 
The Auburn Free Press, which was published weekly and dis-
tributed among the citizens of the city. The paper vras sup-
ported solely by the advertizing. The Free Press continued 
in business until just a fevl years ago. 
Not many years later the trade of the United States as 
represented partially by the shoes sent from Auburn v1as 
greatly threatened by the World itlar that broke out in 1914. 
At that time, hov1ever, the United States did not be come 
actively envolved in the struggle. 
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In the Election of 1916, Auburn had one of its o~rm cit-
izens chosen a member of the House of Representatives. 
\lallace Humphrey Vlhi te, Jr., a Republican, was continuously 
re-elected until 1931 when he became a United States Senator. 
He held this office until 1948 when he retired from active 
politics. He vias the Senate minority leader of the 79th 
Congress and majority leader of the 80th. The 1916 Election 
saw President Wilson re-elected, and he tried to remain neu-
tral in the fast spreading ~r;ar. The t hreats and actual dam-
a ge to American shipping as well a s lo s s of life made this 
impossible. On April 6, 1917, the Congress of the United 
States declared war on Germany and her allies. 
Auburn lent its support to the ca use not only by send-
ing men to the front but by various activities of the citi-
zens on the home front. One of t he more interesting drives 
held was t he "J?each Stone Drive". Two hundred peach stones 
contained enough carbon for one gas ma s k , and many young 
people had parties v.ri th peaches used in various forms so 
that t he much needed stones could be obtained. Local mer-
chants contributed to the drive by giving a way peaches to 
the children. Friendly competition among the yom1ger chil-
dren to outdo one another i n the collection of stones, Trom 
not only peaches but prunes and other fruits, aroused young 
and old to the v~holehearted support of the war effort. 
The local Red Cross chapter vrhich had been formed and 
of ficially recognized on May 23, 1917 was active both in 
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local work and in helping the boys overseas . Regular assign-
ments were made from National Headquarters for arti cle s for 
hospitals and refugees. During the war, the effort of the 
chapter was principally on hospital supplies , whi l e after 
the Armistice , the needs of the returned soldier and his 
family brought about the establishment of the Home Service 
Department which is still being carried on. 
Auburn did not want to be backward in government im-
provement even though the war vlas still in progress. It 
might have been a result of the effort on the part of the 
government a few years earlier to improve the national gov-
ernment and make it more responsive to the people, or it 
might have been Auburn's forehandedness. At a ny rate, this 
city·adop ted city-manager form of government in 1918, being 
the first city in Maine to make this change. It remained 
the only city in the state '\.>Ti th a city manager for a number 
of years. The Mayor and Council were retained with the ad-
dition of the City Manager and Commission. 
Another change that helped make a more smoothly running 
city was the replacing of the old Auburn Board of Trade by 
.xhe Auburn Chamber of Commerce in 1918. The war had brought 
out the importance of a community's citi zens working to-
gether for the common good, and the Chamber of Commerce was 
the result. This organization has done much to beautify the 
city and initiate the construction of many of the public 
buildings in Auburn . 
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As a result of Theodore Roosevelt's efforts for con-
servation of the nation's natural resources, the National 
Park Service was established on August 25, 1916. In 1919, 
Haine added to the list of parks her ovm Acadia National 
Park l'rhich 1.vas the only eastern national park until the open-
. 
ing of the Everglades in Florida t1.vo years ago. It still has 
the distinction of being the only park combining sea-coast 
and mountain scenery. 
The war years ended with the Election of 1920 with the 
decisive defeat of V'lilson and the victory of Harding. Thus 
the people of the country showed their dissatisfaction of the 
stand taken by Wilson on the League of Nations and the desire 
to return to "Normalcy", an expression used by Harding in 
his campaign~ 
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Activities 
1. Pretend you I·Tere an American who had investments in the 
sugar industry in Cuba, and v~ri te a complaint to the United 
States Government concerning the activities of Spain in the 
Island. 
2. Pretend you 1vere a sailor on the l'1AINE, and 1.vrite an 
official report of the sinking of the ship. 
3. Visit the Blaine Mansion at Augusta to see the dishes 
that were taken from the ~ffiiNE. 
4. Dra1v a poster for the campaign to 11 Save the Lakes of 
Maine 11 • 
5. Pretend you were a reporter calling attention to the 
need for conservation of the nation's natural resources~ 
6. Make a poster advertizing vlhi te canvas duck shoes~ 
7. Take a trip through the Cushman-Hollis Shoe Factory to 
see how vTOmen' s shoes are made. 
8. . Compare a copy of the Auburn Free Press vli th that of 
the Sun or Journal. 
9. List the various committees on which Senator Wallace 
H. ~fui te, Jr. has served, and give his position on each. 
10. Make a list of the families you knoY.r who have members 
still living v;ho took part in the First Vlor1d Vlar~ 
11. Draw a poster or cartoon to advertize the 11 Peach Stone 
Drive 11 • 
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12. Visit the Red Cross rooms in Lewiston to see what kind 
of work is done by the local chapter. 
13. Make a list of the different ways in which Auburn aided 
in the First Vvorld War. 
14. List the various forms of local government under which 
Auburn has been, and explain how each works. 
15. Dra-1.v a cartoon explaining '\llilson 1 s return to 11Normalcy 11 • 
16. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens~ 
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UNIT VI 
AUBUR.'N" SI-LiffiED IN THE RETURN TO "NOfUJIALCY" 
Survey 
The First "T;lorld \var vras hardly over when a series of 
strikes broke out over the country. These strikes affected 
nearly all the major industries before they were settled . 
However, labor troubles did not come to Auburn, and the shoe 
industry grew rapidly after the clo se of the vTar . 
In 1922, Auburn reached the peale of its shoe production. 
The Cushman-Hollis Shoe Company, famous for the vlhi te canvas 
duck shoes, was doing business in the largest shoe factory 
under one roof in the world. In normal t i mes, Auburn, as 
the canvas shoe center of the world, put out more shoes in a 
week than the combined factories of Lynn, Massachusetts. 
Another feature was the production of hand turned shoes. 
At its peak the Aul t-l'lilliamson Shoe Company was the largest 
factory in the United States specializing solely in "turn" 
footvrear. 
One of the local shops opened a ,,rarehouse in s t. Louis 
in the heart of the western shoe territory and sold more 
shoes in St. Louis than the local shops. Another firm re-
ceived the blue ribbon for excellence and merit at the Chi-
cago St yle Show in 1922. 
One of the reasons ,,.rhy shoe concerns in Auburn had a 
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good business was that they promised sure delivery and lived 
up to their promise. Transportation by rail and high'"•ray vlas 
made under the best of conditions, the ne\·rly completed road 
from Portland to Auburn helping greatly. This road \'las 
considered really something as it 1vas made of cement and 
called, "The Million Dollar Hi ghvmy" . Hov1ever, its condi-
tion today does not justify that title. 
The ltmrkmanship and quality of Auburn-made shoes \•rere 
shown later in the fact tha t many cases of silver and gold 
cloth evening slippers vrere shipped t o London from Auburn 1 s 
factories and worn at the Coronation of George VI. Another 
interesting thing \vas that infants 1 shoes vlere made here for 
the Dionne quintuplets. 
The prosperity of the United States \•Tas overshadov.J'ed by 
the hardship and starvation in European countries. Herbert 
Hoover, Chairman of the Relief Fund, headed a national drive 
for the aid of the sufferers in Europe. Auburn took part in 
this drive in 1921 by holding a dinner and tag day on Feb-
ruary 14. Again in 1922 a lecture was given on Near East 
Relief to call attention to the living conditions of the 
Armenians. An expression quite commonly used in Auburn 
since that time is, "Starving Armenian", referring to anyone 
who looks undernourished. 
A need for young people to have an opportunity for re-
laxation and sports was felt and overcome by the building of 
the Auburn YMCA. A Young Men's Christian Association had 
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been formed in Auburn as early as the post Civil War days 
but had not been successful in obtaining its own building. 
The new building was dedicated and had a two-day open house 
on May 5th and 6th, 1922. 
That same year Pettengill Park became a fullfledged 
city park with provisions for ski-jumping and skating in the 
winter and an opportunity for summer sports. In 1950, it 
was much improved and lights were installed in order to play 
night baseball games. 
While the city was busy building for the future of its 
young people, some of its citizens were interested in keep-
ing alive the values of the past. Just as the nation desired 
to preserve its historical treasures s.o the city of Auburn 
wished to keep safe the many old articles presented to it. 
As a result of the efforts of the Mary Dillingham Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Androscoggin 
Historical and Antiquarian Society was incorporated in No-
vember, 1923. Its rooms are located in the County Courthouse 
and have many things of interest dealing with Auburn's early 
history. 
The United States was busy talking disarmament, perma-
nent peace, and trying to keep out of foreign affairs as 
much as possible. New restrictions were made on immigration, 
and the Ku Klux Klan which had formerly been a regional or-
ganization became nation-wide. There were strong groups all 
over the country opposing anything foreign~ There ,,ras such 
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a group in Maine, and it held meetings in Auburn at various 
times. At one time, the Klan became strong enough to dictate 
a change in the government of the city of Portland. 
The death of President Harding on August 2, 1923 came 
as a shock to the nation and the world. Friday, August lOth 
was proclaimed mourning day in Auburn "\'Ti th services at all 
the churches. The city's public buildings were closed all 
day, and the shoe shops shut down at noon. 
The people of Auburn took a per sonal interest in the 
ne\.; President, Calvin Coolidge. They felt they kne 1r1 him 
since he had spent some time in Lewist on and Auburn while he 
visited in Maine during the summer of 1923. 
In September of that year, Japan suffered a very severe 
earthquake with many thousands killed and homeless. The 
National Red Cross called upon all its branches to aid, and 
Auburn helped in providing food and clothing . 
This v1as only one more step in the work the United 
States was doing toward the relief of foreign countries. 
The country was going through a period of prosperity that 
seemingly had no end. A great depres s ion was just around 
the corner, however, and it came with the stock market crash 
in the fall of 1929. 
This vias the beginning of the greatest and longest de-
pression in the history of the United States. Auburn was 
very lucky and did not feel the full effects of the cra sh. 
Naturally, \'lith business poor all over the country, its own 
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industries v-1ere slackened somewhat. Hoi..;ever, in January, 
1931, the Lewiston Journal reported that the local employ-
ment situation was better than any other in the country. 
The shoe shops gained right along throughout the period. 
In fact, the Boston factory of the National Shoe Company was 
moved to Auburn. This factory was the largest of the Nation-
al Shoe chain and the one which manufactured its highest 
grade of shoes. The Clark Shoe Company of Lynn, Massachu-
setts -vras another firm vThich moved to Auburn in 1931. 
Advances were made in other lines than industry during 
these years , and on June 24, 1930, the new vring of Edward 
Little Hi gh School ,.;as dedicated. This satisfied the long-
needed room for the ever increasing number of boys and girls 
enrolling in the high school grade s . 
The well-being of Auburn did not seem to spread to the 
rest of the country, however, and the nation's plight con-
tinued to grovl \verse. Dissatisfaction with the effor ts of 
Pres ident Hoover resulted in the elect ion of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in November of 1932. Mr.Roosevelt's promise of a 
"Ne \'l Deal" for all won him the vote of labor which ha d been 
greatly affected by the depres s ion. 
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Activities 
1. Draw a poster advertizing i,vomen 1 s McKay shoes as man-
ufactured by the Charles Cushman Company. 
2. Write an advertisement for an Auburn shoe factory that 
could be used in a foreign country. 
3. Pretend you "\•rere a nevrspaper reporter informing the 
Lewiston Journal that an Auburn shoe firm had won the blue 
ribbon at the Chicago Style Show. 
4. Visit the Clark Shoe Company to see how women's novelty 
shoes are made. 
5. Pretend you i'rere a representative for the state calling 
for federal aid for the new Portland-Auburn highway. Elab-
orate on the need for such a road. 
6. Suppose you ·vvere a lecturer getting aid from the people 
of Auburn for the needy Europeans. 
7. Dravl a cartoon representing the need for relief in 
Amenia. 
8. Visit the TI4CA and note all the facilities for recrea-
tion supplied in the building . 
9. Inspect Pettengill Park 1 s recreational set-up, and make 
a report of the facilities. 
10. Pretend you were trying to create intere s t in forming 
an historical society in Auburn. 
11. Find out as much as possible of the history of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 
12. Dravl a picture of the costume \Wrn by the members of the 
Ku Klux Klan. 
13. Pretend you met Calvin Coolidge vlhen he was in Auburn, 
and v~ite your im~ression of him. 
14. Draw a poster representing President .Roosevelt's "New 
Deal 11 ;. 
15. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens. 
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UNIT VII 
AUBURN AND THE COUNTRY ElVIBA..R.KED ON A NEVI COURSE 
Survey 
President Roosevelt began immediately to take drastic 
steps to cope vTi th unemployment and hard times in the United 
States. 
One of the first things he did was to call a "Bank Holi-
day" of four days. All banks in the country were closed, and 
those which were found unsafe could not reopen. Only one 
bank in the Lewiston-Auburn area remained closed as a result 
of the investigation. This was the National Shoe and Leather 
Bank in Auburn. 
Many relief measures were passed besides the Banking Act 
and among them were acts creating the National Recovery Ad-
ministration, the Civilian Conservation Corps, and the Public 
\'forks Administration. The National Recovery Administration 
regulated the v1ages and hours of industrial workers and v1as 
not very successful. The act was declared unconstituti onal 
in 1935. The Civilian Conservation Corps established a se-
ries of camps which enrolled idle young men giving them out-
door work helping to pre serve the natural resources of the 
country. There was one of these CCC camps just a few miles 
f r om Auburn, and many local young men were taken from the 
unemployment lists and given useful wor k to do. 
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One of the worst disasters in the history of Auburn hap-
pened on the afternoon of May 15, 1933 i'lhen a fire that 
started in a garage in New Auburn spread throughout the v-rhole 
business section and into the residential district. Millions 
of dollars of business \vent up in smol{e, and thousands were 
homeless. 
The President declared New Auburn a national disaster 
are~, the Red Cross came to the immediate aid of the people 
who had lost everything in the fire. Several stations were 
set up throughout the city and in Lewis ton for providing food 
and clothing. Later vlhen two of the burned garages were re-
built, they ,,rere fully equipped by the Red Cross. 
Aid for the future was provided by the Re construction 
Finance Corporation for those who had lost their business 
establi shments, while the Federal Home Loan Board credited 
the Auburn Loan and Building Association with $100,000 to 
aid Auburn citizens in rebuilding their homes. 
As a re sult of the f ire, a movement vms started to make 
new zoning laws for the whole city and regulate the types of 
construction materials in public and business establishments . 
The rebuilding of Ne1<1 Auburn made a great deal of em-
ployment for those who were out of work under the Public 
it'Torks Administration and the rlorks Project Administration. 
Not only buildings but many highways v1ere constructed and 
improved under President Roosevelt's federal relief organiz-
ations. 
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Disaster again struck Auburn in 1-1arch, 1936 when the 
greatest flood in the sta~e 1 s history hit Maine. Both the 
Kennebec and Androscoggin Rivers and their tributaries ram-
paged for more than a week. Several big bridges went out 
including the South Bridge connecting New Auburn and Lev1iston 
For a number of days, Nev.; Auburn, 1,vhich had just three years 
before been practically wiped out by fire, was marooned by 
water, ice, and debris from the flood. Many homes were 
washed away, and still more \vere abandoned temporarily Y.Thile 
their occupants ~>rere taken care of by t he Red Cross in sev-
eral stations set up in parts of the two cities not affected 
by the flood. The Maine Central Railroad provided boxcars 
for the use of those who had no homes. Federal relief funds 
vrere again made available in Auburn and did much to get the 
city back on its feet. 
Tvvo years before the flood, work had begun on the Levv-
iston-Auburn Airport. The construction of the airport had 
been under constant discussion since 1928, when it '1as first 
suggested that an airport be maintained for regular commer-
cial flights that '\vere coming to ~1aine. 
Land had been obtained at Marston's Corner just outside 
Auburn, and the Auburn Chamber of Commerce started a drive 
to get people interested in developing it . The Androscoggin 
Airport Corporation was formed, but there was not enough in-
terest shov.m by the general public to go any farther v1i th 
the undertaking. 
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In 1934, with the assurance of federal relief funds and 
labor provided by the Public Works Administration, the city 
of Auburn leased the land. Later Henry M. Dingley who was 
much interested in aviation and had a small port of his ovr.n 
bought the land and made an agreement with Lewiston and 
Auburn to develop the airport. On August 1, 1935, a 29 pas-
senger biplane, the largest plane to have landed in Maine up 
to that time, came to rest on the unfinished runway. The 
Lewiston-Auburn Airport was officially dedicated on December 
2, 1937 when the first commercial plane from the Eastern Air-
lines landed there. 
During the Second World War, the government took over 
the port as a Naval Air Station and trained American and 
British naval airmen. Today Lewis ton and Auburn have an air-
port which ranks with any in New England and gives regular 
service connecting with places all over the world. 
The year, 1937, was also a year of bitter labor disputes 
all over the country. The Committee for Industrial Organiz-
ation(CIO) was launched by John L. Lewis and had tried to 
make its way into the various industries throughout the na-
tion. On March 24th, the CIO invaded the Lewiston-Auburn 
shoe industry trying to organize the workers under this na-
tional union. Lewiston and Auburn had their own local union, 
the Lewiston and Auburn Shoe Workers' Protective Association, 
and had never felt the need of such an organization as the 
CIO or the AFL. 
55 
The organizers of the CIO called for a vote in the var-
ious shops and found they had enough support to call a strike. 
This was illegal, because this union was not the authorized 
bargaining agency of a majority of the workers. However, it 
was the beginning of the greatest and most violent strike 
ever seen in the two cities. Because of the illegal manner 
in which the strike 11as called, several of the CIO represent-
atives were arrested and sentenced to jail by Judge Harry 
Manser of Auburn. This was a very unusual thing to do con-
sidering the country--vride success of the CIO movement and 
won Judge Manser national fame. Before the end of the con-
flict, the State Militia was called to maintain law and or-
der. The CIO did not accomplish its goal, and Auburn still 
has its local shoe union. The CIO gained a contract with 
just one shop in the whole Lewiston-Auburn area, a shop that 
has since gone out of existence. In later years, several 
other shops joined the CIO, but the majority are still under 
the LASPA. 
President Roosevelt's program of recovery was pushed 
into the background in December, 1937, when the United 
States gunboat, PANAY, was blown up by the Japanese on the 
Yangtze River in China. Fighting had been taking place be-
tween the Chinese and Japanese for several years, but until 
the "PA.."N"AY incident", the United States had taken very littlE 
interest. An apology from Japan smoothed things out tempor-
arily. 
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The next year Germany, under the leadership of Adolph 
Hitler, began to threaten the peace of Europe with his plan 
to get under his control all peoples of German blood in the 
countries surrounding Germany. The Rhineland vias reoccupied, 
Austria annexed, and preparations made to invade Czechoslo-
vakia. The people of the Sudetenland were mostly of German 
blood. In order to prevent war, an agreement >'las made at 
Munich by Germany, France, Italy, and Great Britain for Hit-
ler to have the Czech Sudetenland. This policy of 11 appease-
ment" v1as distasteful to the United States, but the countries 
of Europe wanted to prevent war at any cost. 
\mile the nation was busy vratching the events tal~ing 
place in Europe with an ever increasing fear of the conse-
quences, sections of New England were a gain struck \vi th dis-
aster. This time it took the form of a hurricane. The 
coasts of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island were 
the heaviest hit with much property destroyed and some loss 
of life. Maine felt the fringe of the hurricane which struck 
Levtiston and Auburn late in the afternoon of September 21, 
1938. Many trees -vrere uprooted, and power lines were broken. 
Some damage to homes and other buildings took place, but on 
the whole, the t1t10 cities could consider themselves very 
fortunate. 
In the fall of 1939, Hitler broke the Munich agreement 
with his invasion of Poland, and once again t he countries of 
Europe we r e in the throes of a devastating war. 
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Vfuile Hitler "'1-ras doing his best to destroy parts of 
Europe, Auburn was busy helping to build for the future of 
young America. It ·1:1as playing a prominent part in the estab-
lishment of the new Colby College on Mayflower Hill in Water-
ville. The bricks used in the buildings of the new campus 
came from the Morin Brick Company at Danville .Junction in 
Auburn. These bricks were made of a new combination of ma-
terial and us.ed for the first time in the ne1'1 Colby chapel. 
Thus a second American institution of learning has a brick 
named for it--the Colby. The other is Harvard which has 
brick made especially for it used in the construction of its 
buildings. 
The "'1-Tar that vras making such headway in Europe gradu-
ally became the main point of discussion in the United StateE. 
The nisola tionists" tried hard to prevent any intervention 
in the struggle, but the "interventionists" were able to 
pass lavm which favored aid to Britain and France. Mean1r1hile 
defense production was ~ncreased, and selective service went 
into effect. 
President Roosevelt 1vas elected for a third term in 
1940, an unprecidented thing in American history, but one 
that was considered right under the stress of world affairs. 
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structed with the aid of federal relief funds. 
2. Pretend you were a radio commentator at the scene of 
the New Auburn fire telling the radio audience of the prog-
ress of the fire. 
3. Wr ite a letter to a friend in another state telling 
about the flood in 1936. 
4. Visit the Lewiston-Auburn Airport to see the procedure 
followed when the Eastern Airlines passenger plane lands. 
5. Find out how the CIO differs from the LASPA. 
6. Write a report supporting the local union or the CIO. 
7. Draw a poster representing the "PANAY incident" and the 
Japanese apology. 
8. Pretend you were aboard the PANAY when it was fired 
upon. Tell of the reaction of the men. 
9. Pretend you were an insurance investigator checking the 
damage as a result of the 1938 hurricane, and make a report. 
10. Visit Colby College to inspect the buildings made with 
the "Colby brick~ 
11. Visit the Morin Brick Company to see how they make 
bricks. 
12. Pretend you were a member of the United States Senate 
putting forth an argument for either "isolationism" or 
11 interventionism". 
13. Draw a cartoon representing "isolationism" vs. "inter-
na ti onali sm" • 
14. Write a headline for the Lewiston Daily Sun on the 
morning after the election of President Roosevelt for the 
third term. 
15. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens. 
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UNIT VIII 
AUBURN FOUGHT IN THE SECOND i;fORLD 1.'iAR 
AND SAvl THE THREAT OF A THIRD ARISE 
Survey 
With the beginning of the third term, the United States 
began a p rogram of defense on a huge scale. 11All-out 11 aid 
for Europe was voted under the famous Lend-Lease Act. 
The IVlaine National Guard '\I'Tas called into active service, 
and to assure adequate defense of the s tate, the Maine State 
Guard was established on February 20, 1941. The State Guard 
vvas active '\l'li th simulated 1-var maneuvers to keep prepared in 
the event of trouble here at home. 
The threat of v-rar did not stop Auburn from making prog-
ress in the modernization of its transportation facilities. 
The Levliston-Auburn Transit Company was formed to replace 
the old electric car lines 1vi th buses. The first official 
passenger carrying trip s vJere made on September 1, 1941. 
All this time the 1·1ar was getting nearer and nearer to 
the United States. German submarines had sunk several mer-
chant ships and had attacked the lvarships guarding lend-lease 
supplies. 
For all this, it was Japan that finally brought the 
United States into the v1ar by its attack on Pearl Harbor in 
the Hawaiian Islands on December 7, 1941. America became 
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wholeheartedly united in the war effort. 
The United Service Organization was formed to take the 
place of many separate groups \vhich, in the past, had com-
peted wi th one another to help the boys in the armed force s . 
The shoeworkers of Lewiston and Auburn set a record for 
USO collections in 1942, and a banner was presented to the 
shop which had given the largest contribution. 
The shoe industry, for all it had been a\varded a priori t~ 
on materials, began to feel the effect of the leather short-
age. The increasing requirements of the armed forces cut 
into the production of civilian shoes. The Koss Shoe Com-
pany of Auburn was awarded a contract for 10,000 pairs of 
army service shoes. As the war continued, most of the shoe 
shops began to manufacture shoes and boots for the army . 
Lewiston was picked as one of the cities in the Bond 
Sale Test. This vms to find out whether the sale of '"'ar 
bonds · and stamps would succeed on a voluntary basis or if a 
compulsory savings act would be needed. 
The women of Auburn helped in various ways to further 
the war effort. Used fat drives were held, and all empty 
tin cans were carefully saved. One group of young women 
made dolls for the children of Great Britain. 
In January, 1943, the Auburn Rifle Club \'las active in 
establishing a National Rifle Association shooting class in 
the Auburn Armory. The _National Rifle As sociatipn had done 
much to improve the "native American art 11 in the use of fire-
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arms. 
An Auburn scrap iron dealer was honored by receiving 
the War Production Board's Banner as a reward for collecting 
the most scrap iron for the war effort. This was the first 
of such ban_~ers to be given in Androscoggin County. 
As if the war was not enough trouble to Auburn, the old 
l'l'ing of Edvvard Little High School vras partially destroyed by 
fire on the evening of March 23, 1943. Auburn citizens 
mournfully ivatched the bell topple from the old tower where 
it had rung each school day since the school had been built 
in 1885. 
~ihile repairs were made on the building, the students 
attended classes in the Webster Junior High School. The 
school day was divided, the junior high scholars going in 
the morning and the high school in the afternoon. 
The third floor of the high school which had been com-
pletely destroyed was done away with entirely, and the build-
ing was repaired leaving just the first two floors. It was 
impossible to get the necessary material to rebuild the 
burned third floor because of war regulations. This caused 
a shortage in room space which was partially taken care of 
when the industrial arts department was set up as a separate 
vocational school in an old Auburn factory. In 1948, the 
Stephens home across the street from the school was bought 
and turned into much needed class rooms. This building was 
called the Edward Little Annex and brought the overcrowded 
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conditions at the high school to an end temporarily. 
All through the war, the Civil Air Patrol was trained 
at Maheux's Airport. They worked with the State Guard to 
ensure the protection of the whole state as well as Auburn 
and Lewiston. 
In order to have a smoothly running city government to 
take care of the added responsibilities of wartime, a new 
charter was approved by Auburn citizens on December 8, 1943. 
By the be ginning of 1944, all America knew something I 
big -.,..ra s being planned on the European war front. An America:nl 
General, Dwight D. Eisenhower, had been made supreme com-
mander of all allied forces in Europe. On June 6th, an 
attack was launched to liberate France, Belgium, and Holland. 
Landings were made in Normandy, and the troops gradually 
forged ahead until it seemed that the end of the war was in 
sight. This came on May 8, 1945 \'i'hen the German delegates 
signed the unconditional surrender terms at the city of Reims 
in France. 
Joy over the surrender was somewhat curbed by the feel-
ing of sorrow that President Roosevelt had not lived to see 
the end of the war vThich he had \vorked so hard to br.ing to a 
close. Death had come suddenly to the President on May 12th 
just a few days before the Conference on International Organ-
ization opened at San Francisco. 
This conference had been planned by delegates from the 
United States, Great Britain, Russia, and China at Dumbarton 
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Oaks outside Washington, D. C. in the fall of 1944. Its 
purpose vras to organize a United Nations Organization to in-
sure permanent peace in the world. 
Auburn had also lost its leader by death on January 
22nd. Mayor L. Kenneth Green had served the city since 1938, 
one of the longest terms of office ever held by the mayor in 
the history of the city. A special election was called for 
March 19th, and Attorney John G. Marshall became the new 
mayor . 
The fall of 1945 saw the surrender of the Japanese, 
thus bringing to an end the -vmrst \'rar in the history of' the 
world. 
The United Nations began immediately to work for the 
rebuilding of the devastated European countrie s . The cities 
of the United States were called upon to do what they could, 
and Auburn added its share to the collections of food and 
clothing sent to the people of Europe. 
Peace talks in the United Nations Security Council 
progres sed very slm.,rly. The Big Five nations could not 
a gree upon the treatment of the defeated nations. 
The UN meetings v1ere not the only places where dis sen-
tion arose, for hardly were the terms of the J apanese sur-
render signed when strikes broke out in many industries in 
the country. 
One of the bi ggest '\vas the telephone strike which 
threatened t o s top this means of communication all over New 
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England. Service was normal in Maine, and there was no pick 
eting of' the local exchanges such as took place in other 
parts of the country. 
In November, 1946, John L. Lewis called out his United 
Mine Workers begi~~ing one of the longest strikes in the his 
tory of the coal i ndustry. This ended with the arrest and 
fining of Lewis for his defiance of government orders to end 
the strike. Locally the coal shortage, because of the coal 
strike, threatened to close schools and public buildings. 
The shoe industry vras gradually getting back on· its 
feet. The local shops be gan a program of Apprentice Train-
ing for Veterans to ease the lack of 1-vorkers brought about 
by the slow return of soldiers from the war theatres. Iviany 
soldiers who 1:rere disabled found jobs under thi s Apprentice 
Training program. 
In 1948 , an oil shortage brought about a 22-sta te lrfash-
ington Conference to 1-lhi ch Maine was in vi ted. The shortage 
became s o acute that many householders converted their furn-
aces to coal or wood. 
The Election of 1948 saw the victory of President Tru-
man, a complete surprise to the poll-takers and nevTSpapers 
of the country. 
In Maine, th~ Election of 1948 sa1v one of its senators 
changed for the first time since 1917. Senator ~~ i te had 
retired, and his place vias taken by Congress\'1/'oman Margaret 
Chase Smith. She became the fir s t republican woman in the 
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Senate and the first women elected to the upper chamber 
vri thout first serving by appointment. 
The beginning of a new administration saw the United 
States in good financial condition but the 1wrld in general 
in a state o:f confusion. Ever since the end of the vrar, 
Russia had done nothing but block attempts on the part of 
the United Nations to settle European and Asiatic affairs. 
A so-called "cold v1ar 11 had developed that threatened at any 
time to burst forth into a hot one. A few months later the 
Communists in China were successful in taking over the Chin-
ese government. 
Locally the CIO began to take steps to get into the 
shoe shops. An election was held in several of the factories 
in Lei.,riston and Auburn, but the CIO was defeated again. 
In January, 1950, the United !vline li'forkers vlere called 
out on strike by John L. Lewis. This strike \'las so far-
reaching and long that the steel industry was forced to lay 
off many of its men, thus cutting dO\m the production of 
steel to a great extent. The railroads vTere forced to reduce 
the number of passenger runs on many of the lines. The 
strike was not settled until the government had decided to 
take over the mines. 
During this time there were several "wild cat" strikes 
in the local shops, but they Here quickly ended to the sat-
isfaction of all concerned. 
In the summer of 1950, the Auburn Recreation Department 
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began a large scale playground program at newly created playl 
grounds throughout the city. This gave the children of Au- 1 
burn an opportunity for sports which they had never had. 
Several new primary schools were started and finished 
for occupancy in the fall. These new grade schools relieved 
the crowded conditions in the elementary stage. Now, with 
the high school population nicely cared for under the ar-
rangements of 1948, the education picture in Auburn was ver y 
satisfactory. 
In June, 1950, Korea became the cause of a new outbreak 
of hostilities. This Asiatic country had been divided after 
the Se cond World War, the Russians controlling the north and 
the United States the south. An a greement had been made to 
turn Southern Korea over to its own countrymen, and the Re-
public of Korea had been formed. 
On June 25th, the Communi s ts of the north invaded the 
Korean Republic, and the United Nations sent troops to re-
pell them. What was believed to be jus t a little skirmish 
had developed into a full scale war. The United States as 
a member o f the ill~ was called upon to send troops. The 
number needed continued to increase until it was neces sary 
to begin drafting men. 
Auburn, as in the world wars, gave its share of fi ght-
ing men, and several of the shoe shops have gone into mil-
itary production. 
On the first anniversary of the outbreak o f the Korean 
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War, talk of peace had begun, and hopes were high that it 
mi ght lead to an end of hostilities. 
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Activ i t i e s 
1. Write a le tter to y our Cong res sma n or Senator e x press-
ing y our view of t h e Le nd-Lease Act. 
2. Vislt t h e State Rifle Rang e in Auburn to wa t ch the Stat 
Gu a rd on maneuvers. 
J. Re a d and report on the History of the State Guard a s 
found i n t he Annual Report of the Adjutant General of the 
Stat e of Ma ine for 1945 an d l 94b. 
4. Draw a poster recruiting men for the Maine Stat e Gua r d . 
5. Fr e t e n d you ar e p lanning an ou t ing and want to hire one 
of the Le wis t on-Auburn Tra,.'1.si t Company b u se s. ~·.;ha t procedur 
would y ou f ol l ow? 
6. Vrite a head l i ne f or t he Lewi st on Evening Jo urna l on t h 
b ombing o l ' Pe arl Harb or. 
7. Pr etend y ou we r e a me meer of the committee soliciting 
for the United Service Organization, and make a r e port of 
y our experiences. 
8. ~raw a p oster ur g ing people to contribute to the United 
Service Or ganization . 
9. Draw a p oster f or the p urpo s e of' selling War Bon ds and 
Stamp s. 
10. Pr e t e n d ~ ou we re a newspa per repor t e r writing u p an 
accoun t of' the receip t o f t h e ~ar Pro duction Boa r d 's Banner 
by Miller 's Junk Yard. 
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11. As an observer of the Edlrlard Little fire in 1943, write 
a report of what you saw and your reaction. 
12. Take a trip to 1aheux's Airport to see what changes 
have been made since the war. 
13. Find out how the new 1943 charter "\'ras different from the 
old one. 
14. Pretend you vlere a correspondent intervielrling General 
Ei senhm'ler upon his being appointed Supreme Commander of the 
Allied Forces i n Europe. 
15. Vfri te the headline for the Le1;1i s ton Evening Journal 
upon the surrender o f the Germans on May 8 , 1945. 
· 16 . Pretend you v·rere a r eporter telling the r a dio audience 
about the funeral procession of Pre sident Roosevelt. 
17. Draw a chart showing the organization of the United 
Nati ons. 
1 8 . Write the headline for the surrender of the Japanese. 
19. Draw a poster showing the work done by the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi zation. 
20. Draw a poster advertizing the Apprentice Training for 
Veterans sponsored by the shoe shops in Auburn. 
21. Draw a cartoon representing the outcome of the Election 
of 1948. 
22. Draw a poster such as the OIO might display to get the 
loca l shoe shops to vote for its union. 
23. Visi t Moulton Field to see \'!hat the playground pro gram 
i s like there. 
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24. Continue the list of outstanding Auburn citizens. 
25 . F'ind out which local shoe shops did military production 
and what they did. 
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